The Honorable (name)

Illinois General Assembly
House Post Office
401 Spring Street

Springfield, IL 62706

RE:  Oppose House Bill 198
Dear Representative __________:
I am writing you today because I am concerned about House Bill 198, a measure to regulate dog breeders. Although I am aware that this legislation will likely be amended prior to the next vote, none of the amendments that I have seen address my concerns. As a constituent and responsible dog breeder I ask that you oppose this burdensome and ineffective legislation. 

(Personalize here – tell about yourself as a dog owner, breeder and fancier. How many years have you been involved with dogs? What breeds have you owned or shown? Do you compete with your dogs? 

Details the steps you take when preparing to breed/whelp a litter – applicable health testing, evaluation of breeding stock, training, etc…How much money do you invest in these things? How do you work with puppy purchasers to ensure they will be responsible owners? Do you encourage CGC or obedience training? Do you remain in contact with the new owners or provide them literature about responsible pet care?

How would HB 198 affect your ability to continue to breed? Would you have to build new facilities? Would these expenses cause you to shut down entirely?  

HB 198 will not improve the welfare of dogs in Illinois, but it will hurt responsible breeders like me who strive to raise healthy, well cared-for dogs and work to ensure that these puppies are placed with responsible owners. The expense of complying with the engineering standards in the bill will force breeders to shut down, making it virtually impossible for Illinois residents to obtain locally raised purebred dogs. 
The Department of Agriculture currently has an effective inspections and regulations programs and I believe that enforcement of the current laws is sufficient to address the animal welfare concerns in Illinois. 
I respectfully ask that you support responsible owners and breeders by opposing HB 198. 
Sincerely,

John Smith

(Full Address) 
