The Honorable __________________

Illinois State Senate (or House of Representatives)

Address

City, State Zip Code
Re: Oppose SB 139- Docking/Cropping Ban
Dear Senator (or Representative) _______________:

I am a constituent in your district and am very concerned about the proposed ban on dog tail docking and ear cropping.  I respectfully ask you to oppose Senate Bill 139.

Ear cropping and tail docking are not merely “cosmetic” procedures, as some have argued.  These procedures, as prescribed in certain breed standards, are acceptable practices that are not only integral to preserving breed character, they also enhance good health and prevent injuries.  

[Personalize here.  Have you had these procedures performed on your dog/dogs?  Why did you make that decision?  You may also want to mention how long you have been a dog owner and the measures you take to ensure the health and safety of your dog(s).

If you are writing on behalf of a club, discuss the importance of these procedures to your particular breed.]
Official standards for each breed are carefully established and maintained by an American Kennel Club parent club, which is comprised of members who are recognized experts of a particular breed.  These standards are established to protect the health and welfare of the breed and preserve the function it was bred to perform.  Lawmakers should not be changing breed standards and limiting acceptable practices of animal husbandry that are provided with appropriate veterinary care.  
I am a responsible dog owner who wishes to protect the health and welfare of my dog.  Please respect my right to choose the health care that my veterinarian and I deem best for my dog.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Address
