The Honorable Patricia Wiggins

Chair, Senate Local Government Committee

ATTN: Peter Detwiler

California State Senate 

State Capitol, Room 5046

Sacramento, CA 9814

RE: Oppose Senate Bill 250 as Amended April 2, 2009
Dear Madam Chair:
I am writing you today to ask you to oppose Senate Bill 250 when it comes before your committee. Please ensure that my opposition is reflected in the committee analysis. Senate Bill 250 will unreasonably penalize owners of intact animals by forcing sterilization of an animal for a single leash law violation, if an intact unlicensed animal is impounded (even once!), or in conjunction with a variety of other animal control violations that are not related to an animal’s reproductive status. I am a responsible dog owner (and or breeder) and I oppose this legislation. 
(Personalize here – tell about yourself as a dog owner, breeder and fancier. How many years have you been involved with dogs? What breeds have you owned or shown? Do you compete in any other activities with your dog – Obedience, Rally, Agility…Have any of your dogs achieved a Championship? Won a prestigious award? 
Please describe the money you spend when traveling to shows. Do you spend money in hotels, for gas, eat out at restaurants? Details the money you spent in the last few years. Let them know where the shows were that you attended and what businesses you impacted. 
Breeders - Details the steps you take when preparing to breed/whelp a litter – applicable health testing, evaluation of breeding stock, training, etc…How much money do you invest in these things? How do you work with puppy purchasers to ensure they will be responsible owners? Do you encourage CGC or obedience training? Do you remain in contact with the new owners?) 
Existing state law already requires that owners of intact animals pay a license fee that is at least double that to license a sterilized animal (Food and Agriculture Code Section 30804.5); and provides for enhanced and graduated fines for owners whose intact dogs are impounded (Food and Agriculture Code Section 30804.7). These statutes are sufficient to incentivize owners to sterilize their animals and to address animal control concerns with specific intact animals who are impounded repeatedly.

This legislation will not improve the lives of cats and dogs, will negatively impact responsible owners and breeders, and by placing additional burdens on owners of intact animals, may lead to an increase of animals in shelters. Concentrating animal control efforts on dogs whose behavior demonstrates that they are a problem for the community would be a much better use of taxpayer funds.

I respectfully urge you to support responsible owners and breeders by opposing Senate Bill 250. 
Sincerely,

John Smith

1234 Main Street

Los Angeles, CA 
